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RESOURCE ADVISORY COUNCIL (RAC) 
FINAL MINUTES 

May 3, 2005 
 

Dambar and Steakhouse Banquet Room 
1960 E. Andy Devine Avenue 

Kingman, Arizona 
 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Frances Werner, Lamar Smith, Jay Adkins, Lee Aitken, Carolyn Loder, Sandee 
McCullen, Thomas Kelly, Steve Saway, Bill Branan, Lorraine Eiler, Tina Clark, Glen Collins, and Peggy Titus   
 
ABSENT:  Larry Nelson and Jan Holder   
 
BLM STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:  Carl Rountree (Designated Federal Official), Michael Taylor, Bill Civish, 
Wayne King, Ron Hooper, Ruben Sanchez, Becky Heick, Roger Taylor, Teri Raml, Tim Smith, Diane Williams, 
Bill Coulloudon, Don Applegate, Deborah Stevens     
 
PRESENTERS & GUESTS:  Erik and Tina Barnes (Santa Maria Ranch), Mary Helton (Hualapai 4 Wheelers), 
Phil Stritmatter (Bullhead 4 Wheelers), Elno Roundy (Arizona Acreage, LLC.), and Joan Beck (Bullhead 4 
Wheelers, Hualapai 4X4    
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Call to Order (Frances Werner, RAC Chairperson)   
Welcome and Introduction of RAC Members. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. on the morning of May 3, 2005 at the Dambar & 
Steakhouse Banquet Room.  Frances thanked everyone for attending.  Greetings and introductions were then made 
around the room. 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Review of January 25, 2005 Meeting Minutes (Frances Werner, RAC Chair)  

 
DISCUSSION:  Frances Werner made the motion to approve the minutes; Glen Collins seconded the motion. 
   
ACTION:  Motion carried.  
 
AGENDA ITEM:  BLM State Director’s Update on Legislation, Regulations, and other Statewide Issues (Carl 
Rountree, BLM Associate State Director)  

 
DISCUSSION:  Welcome:  Greetings and thank you for traveling to Kingman to participate in today’s meeting and 
tomorrow’s field trip.  Before we get started, I just want to highlight a few statewide issues.  In the Field Manager 
Reports, you also received a number of other updates that you will have an opportunity to ask questions about later 
this afternoon. 

 
Sonoran Desert National Monument Advisory Council:  The Charter for the Sonoran Desert National Monument 
Advisory Council was signed by the Secretary of the Interior on March 4, 2005.  The Federal Register Notice calling 
for nominations for membership on the council has been approved and is ready to be forwarded to the Federal 
Register for publication.  All it awaits is the return of the BLM public internet website to the internet so that we can 
make nomination materials readily available to the public.  We do not know when that will happen.  Once it does 
happen and the Notice is published, there will be a 45 day period during which BLM will accept nominations to 
council membership. 
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Dos Pobres Update:  On April 11, 2005, the Department of the Interior reaffirmed the Safford Field Office’s 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the proposed Dos Pobres/San Juan Project north of Safford. The DOI resolution of 
the protests was announced by Congressman Rick Renzi in an April 13 press release, which was followed by a BLM 
news release sent to all RAC members. 
 
The DOI found that concerns voiced in two protests – one filed by the San Carlos Apache Tribe and another by the 
Western Mining Action Project – had been sufficiently addressed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement. The 
June 29, 2004, ROD for the proposed copper mine selected the Land Exchange Alternative, through which the BLM 
and Phelps Dodge will enter into a land exchange.  
 
In exchange for public lands surrounding the proposed copper mine, the BLM will acquire title to Phelps Dodge 
private lands that have significant resource values and provide important public access to recreation areas. These 
include Tavasci Marsh within Tuzigoot National Monument, riparian parcels in the Gila Box Riparian National 
Conservation Area, inholdings within the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area, and parcels adjacent to the Dos 
Cabezas Mountains Wilderness. Completion of the land exchange will culminate more than 10 years of work by the 
BLM, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Environmental Protection Agency as cooperators during the NEPA 
process, which also involved the U.S. Geological Survey and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality.  
 
Wal-Mart’s Acres for America Program:  Vermilion Cliffs National Monument Manager Becky Hammond 
joined BLM Director Kathleen Clarke and Secretary of Interior Gale Norton in Washington, D.C., at the unveiling 
of Wal-Mart’s new “Acres for America” program in April. This program will donate more than $35 million to the 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation to purchase environmentally critical lands. One of the “showcase” properties to be 
purchased through the program is the 950 acres of private property at the Kane and Two Mile ranches on the 
Arizona Strip. The Conservation Fund received $1 million for the purchase. Along with the private lands, this 
purchase will pave the way for the Conservation Fund and the Grand Canyon Trust to acquire the rights for grazing 
allotments on more than 850,000 acres of BLM and US Forest Service land. The purchase may be finalized this 
summer. 
 
Archaeology Program:  In Fiscal Year 2005, the Yuma Field Office cultural program will be conducting a cultural 
resources survey in the Sears Point ACEC. In addition, the field office applied for and received $8,000 for the Sears 
Point Rock Art Recordation Project.  This project will be implemented by volunteer students and professors from 
Arizona Western College, using digital photography and GPS to create a comprehensive catalog of rock art at Sears 
Point.  In Fiscal Year 2006, the results of this ongoing rock art recordation project will be showcased at the 
Antiquities Centennial celebration and during Arizona Archaeology Awareness Month. 

    
Topock Update:  Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) began time critical removal measures to initiate hydraulic control 
of the CrVI plume from reaching the Colorado River by pumping, transporting and disposing of the contaminated 
groundwater from existing wells on BLM public land.   Between February and September 2004, approximately 6.5 
million gallons of contaminated water was pumped, retracting the contaminated plume’s distance from the River.  
The pumped water was removed and transported to facilities in the Los Angeles area.   
 
PG&E is constructing an onsite treatment facility (scheduled completion expected in May 2005) on land recently 
acquired from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD).  Pipelines have been installed from 
the MW-20 bench to the new facility. 
 
While the project area is a Traditional Cultural Property (sacred site and landscape), and consultation with the 
potentially affected tribes is ongoing, the Fort Mojave Tribe endorsed a lawsuit on April 4, 2005, against PG&E, 
DTSC, and MWD, requesting a temporary restraining order to halt actions and remediation efforts in obtaining 
hydraulic control operations for chromium plume removal at the Topock Compressor Station. 
 
Fire Outlook and Air Tanker Update:  The 2005 Arizona fire season will likely be characterized as below normal 
in most timber fuel regimes, but by above normal fire activity in the lighter fuels across western and southern 
Arizona.  This is based on a current surplus of seasonal moisture and existing snowpack across the entire state, near 
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record levels of fine herbaceous fuels growth in parts of Arizona, and a prediction for relatively warm and dry 
conditions across the western half of the region from mid-April through June.  Activity could pick up across the 
lower elevations by mid April.  The warm and wet conditions of this winter, in combination with any moisture 
received through April, will continue to promote the growth of brush and annual and perennial herbaceous fuels 
such that fine fuel loadings by May 1 will be higher than any of the past ten years.  Though not as significant as the 
past few years, continued dieback in the Pinon-Juniper species will create pockets of increased fire potential, 
especially where adjacent surface fuels are more continuous.  The weak El Nino conditions that aided in the wet 
conditions this winter are not expected to influence conditions during the May through July time frame.  The most 
likely scenario for the season is that higher elevation, forested areas will see well below normal large fire season, 
while lower and mid elevations will see normal to above normal activity consistent with wet years of the past (e.g. 
1997 and 1998). 
 
Arizona State Land Department Division of Fire Management is an important partner for BLM in its suppression 
program.  This is especially true in areas where we have mixed land ownership.  Close coordination takes place on 
mixed ownership fires by agreeing to a unified command structure or having one agency take the lead on the 
incident.  (A handout has been provided.)   
 
Saginaw Hill OIG Investigation and Closure:  On March 15, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) released a 
“Flash Report” on the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Saginaw Hill Property located in Pima County just 
outside the city of Tucson, Arizona.  The report presents information on the Saginaw Hill Property, a 540-acre 
parcel of public land, that “requires immediate remedial action – hazardous substances from contaminated mine 
waste and physical hazards such as open mine shafts”.  OIG auditors visited Saginaw Hill in February 2005, as part 
of an audit of the Department of the Interior’s management of hazardous waste sites and its processes and 
procedures to identify, track and prioritize sites containing hazardous substances. 
 
BLM has responded to the OIG report and is continuing the actions needed for the clean up including further site 
characterization and engineering evaluation.  In addition, the Tucson Field office recently closed two 10-acre areas 
to public use at Saginaw Hill because of high levels of lead and arsenic found in the mine wastes located at the site.  
The Federal Register Notice was published on April 8.  In addition, the Tucson Field Office has fenced off and 
posted signs at the areas with the highest levels of contamination, and filled 28 mine shafts that presented physical 
hazards to the public.  Stepped up law enforcement patrols will be in effect while the BLM proceeds with a clean up 
of the area in accordance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA).  Pima County has expressed an interest in the site as a park once the clean up is completed. 
 
ACTION:  N/A 
      
AGENDA ITEM:  Federal Land Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA) (Don Applegate, Arizona State 
Recreation Planner)   
  
DISCUSSION:  Don provided an overview of the new legislation which provides a 10-year multi-agency authority 
for National Park Service (NPS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), and Forest 
Service (FS).  The FLREA requires a majority of fees be reinvested at the site of collection. 
 
FLREA is almost identical to H.R. 3283, as reported.  It contains language that addresses public and Congressional 
concerns about the Fee Demo program.  
 
Considerations for all recreation fees the amount is commensurate with benefits and services, aggregate effect of 
recreation fees, comparable fees charged elsewhere, input from the Recreation Resource Advisory Committee 
(RAC)s, and public policy or management objectives will be served.   
 
The new criteria will also lists expanded amenity recreation fees for the BLM, BOR, and FS, which include: 
Developed campgrounds with specific amenities, highly developed boat launches, rentals, enhanced interpretive 
programs and reservation services.  (PowerPoint handout was made available.) 
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ACTION:  Provide updates on FLREA implementation and establishment of Recreation Advisory 
Committees.   
 
AGENDA ITEM:  BLM Designated Off-Highway Vehicle Areas (Tim Smith, BLM Lake Havasu Field 
Manager) 
 
DISCUSSION:  Tim provided an overview of the off-highway vehicle (OHV) management of open areas – what 
works, what doesn’t work.  Drawing from his experience with OHV open areas in California, Tim provided 
examples of what works – areas that are smaller with fewer resource conflicts; trail systems that are managed for 
quality experiences; and areas that have strong community support.  In his experience what doesn’t work are – large 
areas with multiple resource conflicts, i.e., threatened and endangered species; areas with social conflicts; and areas 
where BLM’s management presence is minimal.  California BLM’s Johnson Valley was cited as an example of a 
successful OHV open area.  Johnson Valley works because of its open area for OHV racing events, great for large 
family and group activities, and T&E species and NEPA issues were dealt with years ago.  Tim provided 
information on whether a Johnson Valley type of OHV open area would work today in California or Arizona.  This 
concept would probably not work, because of T&E species, i.e., Mohave and Sonoran desert tortoise habitat, 
litigation issues, not in my back yard issues due to urban expansion, and BLM’s national direction which is to 
develop smaller, more community-based open areas.  The BLM Lake Havasu Field Office is focusing their OHV 
management efforts to provide for smaller, community-based open areas, especially to highlight quality OHV 
experiences, rather than quantity of acres; have more managed trail opportunities; focus on jurisdictional consistency 
with public/private partners; and focus on areas with fewer resource conflicts.  
 
ACTION:  N/A  
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Public Comment Period 
 
DISCUSSION:  Erik Barnes, owner of the Santa Maria Ranch, did not provide written comments.  However, he 
provided the RAC with the background on the access issues for the Santa Maria Ranch located in the Arrastra 
Mountain Wilderness as well as the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) decisions.  This issue has been going on 
since 1989.   
 
In addition, Marty Halton from the Hualapai Mountain Trails OHV Club addressed the RAC to express his support 
for OHV use and would like off-road access to be equally considered in all of BLM’s land use plans.  
 
ACTION: N/A 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Update on Recreation Projects for BLM Kingman (Len Marceau, BLM Kingman Field 
Office Outdoor Recreation Planner)  
    
DISCUSSION:  Len Marceau gave the RAC an update on recreation projects underway in the Kingman Field 
Office.  Inventory of OHV routes is continuing.  Development of non-motorized trails in the Cerbat Foothills 
Recreation Area is also ongoing.  Users have helped by providing a non-federal match for RTP grant funding.  The 
Mohave County Probation Department has provided volunteer labor.  An access guide will be published.       
   
ACTION:  N/A 
  
AGENDA ITEM:  Arizona Land Use Planning Update (Michael Taylor, BLM Deputy State Director for 
Resources)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Michael Taylor provided highlights for the ongoing planning efforts. He said three of the field 
offices are getting close to developing their range of alternatives to finalizing the draft resource management 
plans/environmental impact statements for the Lake Havasu, Agua Fria and Bradshaw-Harquahala Land Use Plans, 
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and Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument/Vermillion Cliffs National Monument/Arizona Strip Field Office.  
(Handout outlining milestones for each planning effort was provided.)  Michael also discussed the Land Use 
Planning Protocol developed to facilitate briefings for the RAC at major stages in the land use planning process.  
 
ACTION ITEM:   Provide RAC with early notice for briefings on alternative development as well as 
preferred alternative briefings before release of draft resource management plans and environmental impact 
statements. 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Field Office Rangeland Resource Team Member Proposals (BLM Field Managers) 
  
DISCUSSION:  Frances reviewed the nominations for the Las Cienegas Rangeland Resource Team (RRT) and 
requested a motion to approve the reappointments of Thomas (Nick) Besnick, Dave Bertleson, and John Maynard.   
 
ACTION ITEM: Nominations were approved as presented.  Lamar Smith so moved, and Sandi McCullen 
provided the second. 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  RAC Questions on Field Manager Reports (Attached at the end of minutes.) 
 
DISCUSSION:  Several questions were asked by the RAC on the various Field Manager Reports.    
 
ACTION ITEM:  N/A   
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Report from the Standards & Guidelines Working Group (Lamar Smith, Chair)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Status of Permit Reviews-BLM has a target of 167 for this year.  111 have been completed so far.  
Target for Standards & Guidelines (S&G) reviews are 97 for the year, 52 are in progress.   
 
TNC Sonoran Desert Literature Review- The final draft is out but no one present has seen it. RAC members 
would like copies to look at when available. 
 
TNC Monitoring Report for Las Cienegas-The data collection protocol for this report was explained at the last 
S&G meeting.  Several members of the S&G Committee will review this document and send comments to Lamar 
Smith.  These individuals will meet and discuss these comments at or before next RAC meeting and send comments 
to Tucson Field Office and/or State Office. 
 
BLM National Monitoring Strategy-The National Monitoring Strategy is a multi-year, integrated strategic 
approach to improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Bureau’s monitoring efforts.  BLM currently invests 
around $90=million annually from our base budget for multi-program, non-integrated monitoring and evaluation 
efforts.  OMB’s PART Evaluation (2003-2005) identified major deficiencies in BLM’s monitoring, restoration, and 
related activities. 
 
Based on the results of the PART analysis and recommendations, the BLM developed a proposal to address these 
deficiencies.  The National Monitoring Strategy is a three pronged, multi-year approach to integrate the Bureau’s 
on-going program specific efforts into a holistic BLM effort.  During FY 2005, the BLM will accomplish Phase I, 
development of protocols and prototypes at the local, regional, and national level. 
 
RRT Review-It was agreed that another meeting of all RRT members, Field Offices staff, and RAC members, etc. 
should be considered.  This would give an opportunity to discuss problems or need for revisions of the S&G’s, and 
the process for evaluating rangeland health standards.  This would be a follow up to the meeting held in 2000.    
Although all S&G assessments are supposed to be completed by 2008, in fact, this will be a permanent ongoing 
effort for BLM. 
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ACTION ITEM:  Look at scheduling a joint session of the RAC, the RRT, and field personnel for discussion of the 
S&G implementation process in the FY 2006.   
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Report from the Public Relations Working Group (Steve Saway, Chair)   
 
DISCUSSION:  The next RAC Notes is being compiled for a late August early September 2005 release. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Get RAC Notes out to RAC for review and feedback and then submit to Deborah Stevens 
for publication and distribution. 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Report from Recreation Working Group (Tina Clark, Chair)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Tina Clark gave the Recreation Working Group report.  She discussed the alignment and update of 
the Recreation & Tourism on Public Lands in Arizona (a BLM Arizona publication – April 1998) with the BLM’s 
Priorities for Recreation and Visitor Services (a BLM national publication – May 2003).  Glen Collins and Steve 
Saway agreed to write a draft of the Statewide Recreational Opportunities that could be paired with Arizona Office 
of Tourism (AOT) map for next sub-committee meeting.  She reviewed and discussed ideas presented by the Deputy 
Director of AOT at January 2005 sub-committee meeting.  Tina reviewed the marketing strategy for BLM resources.  
She said the Recreation sub-committee’s priorities include – recreation and tourism priorities, budget considerations, 
and Secretary of Interior’s goals.  Sub-committee agreed to conduct a recreation survey of field offices for needs and 
priorities.  
 
ACTION ITEM:  Assigned tasks to committee members for next meeting; areas of interest.   
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Report from the Wild Horse and Burro Working Group (Frances Werner, Chair)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Michael Taylor gave a report on the Wild Horse Burro Program and said both the adoptions and 
the removal goals are on track for FY 2005.  The adoption numbers for 2005 are 300.  BLM has adopted 202 (138 
horses and 64 burros).  In addition, BLM will be removing 300 animals from public lands to maintain the 
appropriate management levels (AML) and so far they have removed 62.  (A handout was provided.) 
 
There was discussion of the sales of wild horses and burros that have been taking place under the authority of the 
Burns Amendment.  The RAC believes that the Burns Amendment gives BLM an important tool to reduce excessive 
numbers of animals that are causing resource damage to public lands.  The RAC is concerned that this new authority 
may be jeopardized by the controversy caused by a recent sale of wild horses in another State.  A letter to Arizona 
BLM State Director Zielinski was considered.  After discussion, a motion was made by Glen Collins that no letter be 
sent at this time.  The motion was seconded by Bill Branan, and the motion was passed with 8 members in favor and 
5 opposed. 
    
ACTION ITEM:  N/A  
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Report from Land Use Planning and Tenure Working Group (Glen Collins, Chair)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Mike Taylor briefed the Land Use Planning and Tenure Working Group on the status of seven 
ongoing land use planning efforts by the Arizona Field Offices - Agua Fria National Monument - 
Harquahala/Bradshaw, Grand Canyon – Parashant, Vermillion Cliffs, and Arizona Strip, Havasu, Ironwood National 
Monument, Yuma, Sonoran Desert - Phoenix South, and Tucson - San Pedro.   
  
Three plans, Agua Fria National Monument - Harquahala/Bradshaw, Grand Canyon - Parashant, and Havasu are 
nearly ready for issuance of the draft preferred alternative.  Before that can happen, the Field Offices need to brief 
the RAC and the State Director.  These briefings will probably be scheduled in late June, with the release to the 
public by the end of the Fiscal Year.  Because of concerns about premature release of information, no briefing 
materials on the three plans will be sent to the RAC members in advance of the briefing session.  RAC members will 



 
 

7
  

 
 

be able to offer individual comments and advice at the briefing and afterwards, but the next RAC meeting scheduled 
for August 23/24 may be too late for any official statements from the full RAC. 
 
ACTION ITEM:  No action was taken on the draft "RAC Land Use Planning Effort Involvement Strategy" 
that was drafted in February, 2005.  It will be reviewed again at the next Working Group meeting in light of 
the experience gained in the upcoming briefing sessions." 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Report from Off-Highway Vehicle Use Working Group (Sandee McCullen, Chair)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Sandee provided the RAC with information on the New Mexico and Nevada OHV guidelines, as 
well as some policy guidance from the Washington Office.  She also drafted OHV guidelines for Arizona and asked 
for the RAC members to provide her with comments.  She will be editing the OHV guidelines and will send a 
second draft before the August 2005 RAC Meeting.  She also mentioned that the Middle Gila Conservation 
Partnership (MGCP) is going to be finalizing a report offering three alternatives – one alternative will be to allow for 
greater access, one alternative which is more environmentally based, and one alternative is “between”.  BLM 
Tucson was applauded for helping with the MGCP, especially Francisco Mendoza.   
 
ACTION ITEM:  Glen Collins will work with Michael Taylor, DSD for Resources to set up a meeting with 
the agency heads for the Middle Gila Conservation Partnership to go over the report and alternatives. 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Discussion on Future Meeting/Locations (BLM Associate State Director and RAC Members)   
 
ACTION ITEM:  The next RAC meeting and tour will be held on August 23 and 24, in Safford, Arizona.  The 
Subcommittee meetings will be held on August 22, starting at 1:30 p.m. at the meeting location in Safford.  A 
tour of the San Simon and other OHV and paleontological resources will be included. 
 
Agenda items to include at the next meeting:  Planning Updates, Saginaw Hill Hazardous Waste Clean Up 
Update; and other pending agenda items from previous meetings.  Refer to January 2005 meeting minutes. 
 
The October 2005 meeting will be held in Phoenix with five new members selected to join the RAC. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 
FIELD MANAGER REPORTS: 
 
Arizona Strip Field Office 
 
1. SUBJECT:  New pair of California condors nesting in the Vermilion Cliffs 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY: A new pair of California condors has been incubating an egg for the past several weeks in the 
Vermilion Cliffs National Monument. This is the second pair of condors to nest in the Vermilion Cliffs since the 
birds were reintroduced into Arizona in 1996. Last year a pair at the Cliffs successfully raised a chick – one of only 
three wild chicks born in Arizona in more than a century. The egg in the new nest, if viable, is expected to hatch in 
May. This pair is one of two nesting in Arizona this year. Another pair is nesting on the Kaibab Plateau on Forest 
Service lands near BLM lands. Both pairs are nesting in caves in cliffs very difficult for humans to reach. There are 
currently 52 condors in the wild in Arizona. Three chicks have been successfully raised in Arizona since the project 
began. The first chick, which hatched two years ago in the Grand Canyon, died recently from causes yet to be 
determined. The other two chicks appear to be doing well. 
 
2. SUBJECT:  Coconino County Supervisors to tour Vermilion Cliffs 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY: Coconino County Supervisors will join Arizona Strip District Manager Roger Taylor and 
Vermilion Cliffs Monument Manager Becky Hammond in May for a tour of the Monument. Coconino County is a 
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cooperating agency in the Arizona Strip planning effort. Unlike Mohave County and Washington and Kane counties 
in Utah – which all are also cooperating agencies – Coconino County has expressed support for more protection of 
resources and wilderness values. The draft EIS for the Arizona Strip plan should be out this summer. 
  
3. SUBJECT:  Arizona Strip re-organization approved 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY: The Washington Office has approved the reorganization for the Arizona Strip Field Office. 
The 2.8 million acre Field Office will become the Arizona Strip District. The District will then be divided into two 
units: Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument and Arizona Strip Field Office. The new Arizona Strip Field 
Office includes the 1.7 million acres of non-monument BLM lands on the Strip as well as the Vermilion Cliffs 
National Monument.  
 
4. SUBJECT:  NAU scientists release FY04 report on Grand Canyon-Parashant forest restoration 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY: Researchers at Mt. Trumbull recently released their annual report to BLM. Important findings 
from their work include that cheatgrass frequency on ponderosa pine sites was significantly lower in plots that were 
thinned only, versus those that were thinned and burned with prescribed fire; and that their preliminary results in 
pinyon-juniper forests indicate a tree thinning approach that will help restore historical structural patterns, slow 
erosion, reduce susceptibility to bark beetle, and reduce severe fire hazards. Forest restoration research has been on-
going at Mt. Trumbull since 1996 through a cooperative project among BLM, Northern Arizona University, and the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department. 
 
5. SUBJECT:  Arizona Strip BLM co-hosted annual Arizona/Utah Range Livestock Workshop 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY: More than 150 livestock operators, agency representatives and vendors attended the 27th 
Annual Arizona/Utah Range Livestock Workshop April 5-7. The workshop was held in St. George and Kanab, 
Utah. Topics discussed included range improvement, supplemental feeds, equine health and public land 
management since Lewis and Clark. Arizona Strip BLM co-hosted the event along with the Arizona Strip Grazing 
Board, NRCS, Utah State and University of Arizona cooperative extensions, and the US Forest Service. 
 
6. SUBJECT:  Displaced burrowing owls find new home on Arizona Strip 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Nine burrowing owls displaced by development in the Phoenix area were released on the 
Arizona Strip south of St. George in April. BLM and Audubon Society volunteers worked with Wild At Heart, a 
non-profit raptor rehabilitation group, to dig burrows before the owls were released. Burrowing owls are small owls 
that live in burrows dug by mammals. They are found throughout much of Arizona. They are not threatened or 
endangered, but their numbers are declining due to habitat loss. 
 
7. SUBJECT:  Paria wilderness hike featured in world hiking guide 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY: The 16-mile Buckskin Gulch hike in the Paria/Vermilion Cliffs Wilderness is a featured hike 
and cover photograph for the new book Classic Hikes of the World: 23 Breathtaking Treks. This clearly 
demonstrates the international popularity of this wilderness area, which is found in the Vermilion Cliffs National 
Monument and a small part of southern Utah.  
 
Phoenix Field Office Manager Report 
 
1. SUBJECT:  Weaver Mountain Fire/Aviation Work Center Open House 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  An Open House/Employee Work Day will be held May 11, 2005 to allow the local 
community and staff an opportunity to visit and learn about the new Weaver Mountain Fire/Aviation Work Center. 
The event begins at 10 a.m. with a ribbon cutting ceremony, tours and light refreshments and concludes with a tree 
planting effort. The work center located just outside of Wickenburg, Arizona, will be staffed year-round by BLM-
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Phoenix Field Office staff, with an increased number of at least 18 staff during the summer months. A helicopter 
will be at the Wickenburg site from May through August. The site may be used as a staging area for crews during 
high fire danger. The work center was built in anticipation of 50 to 150 fire actions per year on public lands in 
Arizona.  
 
2. SUBJECT:  Predator Control Project on Agua Fria National Monument  
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) is currently conducting a predator control 
project in three wildlife management units to increase pronghorn antelope fawn survival rates.  One of the units is 
located near Cordes Junction, and includes the Agua Fria National Monument. While the BLM manages the habitat 
for all wildlife species on the monument, management of the pronghorn, including all predator control projects, 
remains the responsibility of the AGFD.  The predator control project is also consistent with the BLM’s current 
land-use plan and interim guidance for the monument.   
 
3. SUBJECT:  Weed Eradication on the Agua Fria National Monument  
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  A joint National Public Lands Days / Take Pride in America weed eradication project is took 
place Saturday, April 23, 2005.  This effort is being done in cooperation with the Friends of the Agua Fria National 
Monument. The area to be treated is within the Badger Springs Wash drainage, from the parking area to the Agua 
Fria River.  This area was treated successfully in the past two years for removal of malta starthistle, sahara mustard 
and salt cedar.  Given the proximity to interstate 17, and the volume of traffic and water accessing the wash, 
continual treatment to prevent establishment of invasive species is required.  The volunteer effort for this project at 
this time of year will be critical to ensure continuing success in the prevention of invasive weed spread. 
 
4.  SUBJECT:  Interagency Dialog on Shooting-Related Concerns near Table Mesa Road Continues 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Intense levels of unsafe shooting practices at Table Mesa Road remain a major concern. 
However, BLM is continuing to meet with others to develop workable solutions. BLM Law Enforcement and a 
recreation specialist met with representatives from Maricopa County Sheriff’s Department, Arizona Game & Fish, 
Rinker Materials and others to tour the site and determine good and poor shooting conditions/sites. The group found 
areas that were unsafe for shooting and/or illegal except for hunting (State Land). These areas had massive amounts 
of trash and hazardous materials used for target practice in the last month after another extensive clean up effort. 
Driving further into the area, the group found two individuals practicing good techniques by using paper targets and 
a proper backstop. There was a discussion on what makes an area safe for shooting. No decisions were made on 
determining sites at this time. Discussions will continue when the entire group reconvenes. In the meantime, BLM 
and the other agencies plan to sign boundaries to let the public know when they are entering and leaving public 
lands. There will also be signs developed to note applicable laws on littering. Table Mesa Road is near the Agua Fria 
National Monument, north of Phoenix. 
 
Kingman Field Office 
 
1. SUBJECT:  Kingman Field Office Personnel Recruitment 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Kingman Field Office has been busy recruiting personnel to fill vacant positions and seasonal 
fire positions. We now have Field Manager, Wayne King; Assistant Field Manager-Renewable Resources, Ron 
Hooper; Archeologist, Craig Johnson; Outdoor Recreation Planner, Len Marceau; with several other full time 
positions in recruiting phase. In the Fire program, Phoenix-Kingman Zone has several key vacancies and has been 
recruiting acting staff for the Fire Management Officer and Assistant Fire Management Officer’s in Kingman and 
Phoenix. We have seasonal staff recruited and training in progress. Several fires have already tested our readiness 
capabilities this year. 
 
2. SUBJECT:  Colorado River District Update 
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ISSUE SUMMARY:  The Colorado River District has set up their office within the BLM Lake Havasu Office. The 
funded staff positions (6) have all been recruited and are on duty. These positions include Zone Engineer (Britt 
Bowen), Zone HazMat Specialist (Cathy Wolff-White), Renewable Resource Advisor (Christine Bates), Budget 
Officer (Samantha Carrasco), Staff Secretary (Sharon Ervin), and Supervisory Law Enforcement Ranger (Ruben 
Conde-stationed in Yuma BLM office). The District Manager vacancy is currently under recruitment, and then the 
Associate District Manager would be the next vacancy to be filled. 
 
Safford Field Office  
 
1.  SUBJECT:  Klondyke Road Access Restricted 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  A private landowner in the small community of Klondyke (west of Safford) is currently 
blocking access along the Aravaipa-Klondyke Road, which provides the only public access to the east end of 
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness, The Nature Conservancy’s Aravaipa Canyon Preserve, and other public and private 
lands. The gate was constructed on private property in late January and locked in early February. A prominent “No 
Trespassing” sign was posted, and the owner is now requiring a $25-per-vehicle fee to open the gate.  
 
The Safford Field Office has been forced to cancel Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness east-end permits since the public 
cannot proceed beyond the locked gate; the BLM had to refund fees paid for hundreds of permits during this most 
popular time to hike the canyon. The Safford Field Office will not issue future permits for the east entrance unless 
the issue is resolved. 
 
The Aravaipa-Klondyke Road has been maintained for many years by Graham County but was never officially 
designated as a County Road. The Safford Field Office has discussed the situation with the County Board of 
Supervisors, and has spoken with the County Attorney. The BLM sent Graham County a letter on February 16 
asking for prompt resolution of the problem. The County has talked with the landowner and is currently considering 
their options, which may include construction of a new road bypassing the locked gate. 
 
2.  SUBJECT:  Rancher Workshops Held 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  The University of Arizona (UA), BLM Safford Field Office, Forest Service, and Southwest 
Strategy presented utilization workshops on April 5 in Greenlee County and April 6 in Graham County. Participants 
learned basic information about livestock grazing and plant morphology as they relate to the utilization of range 
plants, use pattern mapping, and utilization estimates using key forage species and grazed/ungrazed methods. This 
workshop is one of the many benefits of a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the BLM, Forest Service, and 
UA Cooperative Extension in 2000. This MOU was established for several purposes, and is a perfect example of the 
Secretary’s 4Cs in action. One of its goals is to allow the UA to assist both BLM and FS with data collection and 
conduct various rangeland management educational workshops. The workshops educate livestock operators and 
agency personnel about various monitoring techniques available for both agencies and livestock operators to use 
when collecting monitoring data. 
 
3. SUBJECT:  Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Planning Continues 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  More than 50 people attended a daylong workshop in Wilcox on Saturday, March 5, to begin 
work on the Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan (EMP). The Plan is being developed by the Safford Field Office 
in partnership with The Nature Conservancy and Arizona Game and Fish Department. The morning was spent 
providing an overview of the ecosystem and planning process. Participants joined one of seven workgroups to begin 
the formulation of objectives for their specific area on interest: riparian/water quality, recreation, 
transportation/access, special management areas, cultural resources/socioeconomics, wildlife, and uplands habitat, 
which includes grazing and prescribed fire. Members of each group will continue to coordinate and share input to 
refine objectives and begin to develop management actions prior to their next group meetings tentatively set for 
May. The Aravaipa EMP will provide guidance for 69,609 acres of public land around Aravaipa Canyon managed 
by the BLM and 7,802 acres in The Nature Conservancy’s Aravaipa Canyon Preserve. The EMP will replace the 
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1988 Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Management Plan and incorporate new management plans for three Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern. RAC member Steve Saway is a member of the transportation/access workgroup. 
 
4.  SUBJECT:  Hot Well Dunes ATV Event Draws Large Crowd 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Pleasant spring temperatures and the opportunity to participate in off-road events drew 
thousands of competitors and spectators to the BLM’s Hot Well Dunes Recreation Area on April 9-10. The annual 
Poker Run and Sand Drags, sponsored by Desert Riders Yamaha, features competition and fun for all-terrain vehicle 
(ATV) owners. The Safford Field Office assists with the event, which helps build rapport with the community and 
many partners, including Graham and Cochise county sheriffs departments, National Park Service, BLM Tucson 
Field Office, LifeNet, Southwest Ambulance, and many others. Gateway Communities in the Gila Valley benefit 
from the tourism revenue generated by the estimated 2,500 participants in the event. The Safford Field Office 
collected about $2,500 in use fees from participants plus commercial fees from the event sponsor. 

 
 
Yuma Field Office  
 
1. SUBJECT:  Resource Management Plan 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  In the spirit of Secretary Norton’s 4C’s, communication, consultation and cooperation — all 
in the service of conservation, the Yuma Field Office conducted Cooperating Agency training for several potential 
partners encouraging them to collaborate in the land-use planning process.  Arizona Department of Game & Fish, 
Federal Highways Administration, and Arizona Department of Transportation already has existing statewide 
agreements with BLM.  The following local, state and tribal governments have expressed interest in developing 
similar agreements with the Yuma Field Office so that they too will have a seat at the table during the planning 
process: 
 

Yavapai-Apache Nation 
City of Yuma 
Arizona Department of Transportation (Yuma) 
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge 
Kofa National Wildlife Refuge 
Yuma County Department of Public Works 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma 
Cocopah Indian Tribe 
Pueblo Zuni 
Cibola National Wildlife Refuge 
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 

 
Others may soon follow suit. 
 
During the first full week in March, the Yuma Field Office conducted four public workshops as a follow-up to the 
scoping meetings that were held in June 2004.  The meetings were well attended and gave BLM’ers and the 
planning contractor an opportunity to hear additional comments from the public focusing on transportation and 
access to public lands, recreation, wildlife habitat, and land tenure.  These comments will help with developing a 
reasonable range of alternatives for consideration in the planning process.  

 
2. SUBJECT:  Archaeology Program 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Pending Challenge Cost Share funds, the Yuma Field Office expects $40,000 for an 
ethnography project at Sears Point.  The purpose of this project will be to develop some meaningful interpretive 
signs through collaboration with Native American Tribes.  In addition, the Yuma Field Office will consult with the 
Tribes on the future protection and interpretive development at Sears Point. 
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The Yuma Field Office is in the process of acquiring 280 acres in the Sears Point ACEC (80 acres from Matt Brand, 
20 acres from Richard J. Herbert, and 180 acres from Penny Grimes).  In addition, 200 acres owned by Arizona 
Game and Fish are pending final title opinion from the solicitor.  The acquisition of 225 TPL acres has been 
completed as of March 2005. 
 
3. SUBJECT:  Fire and Resources Create Habitat 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Yuma Field Office worked with Arizona Game and Fish Department to create approximately 
3 acres of bulrush habitat for the rare California Black Rail in the Mittry Lake area.  The California Black rail has 
declined 30 percent from 1973 to 1989 in the lower Colorado River region, with population levels continuing to fall 
in the last decade.  
 
In a cooperative effort among four different agencies (Arizona Game and Fish Department, Bureau of Reclamation, 
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge, and BLM Yuma Field Office), the group cleared and laser-leveled the hazardous 
fuel area, installed irrigation pipes, and harvested and planted 600 bulrush plugs and 15 bags of bulrush seeds for the 
wetland construction project.   
 
Wildlife biologists from the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the Bureau of Land Management were able to 
work in coordination with fire and fuels staff to maximize special status species conservation and protection from 
wildfire for the area.  This project was a prime example of how the integration of Fire and Resources Management 
can be successful towards meeting joint goals.  The joint interdisciplinary project planning, analysis, and 
implementation all stemmed from fuels and fire stabilization and rehabilitation work in the area.  Funding for the 
removal of hazardous fuels came from BLM Lower Colorado Fire Group.  The site preparation and bulrush plant 
materials were the result of the American Bird Conservation Initiative grant for the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department and BLM Yuma Field Office.  The Bureau of Reclamation and Imperial National Wildlife Refuge 
provided the heavy equipment and operators needed to do the wetland construction.  The group was able to utilize 
multiple budget sources to cooperate, communicate and consult, all in the name of conservation. 
 
4. SUBJECT:  Recreation 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  The Long-Term Visitor Areas are closed for the season.  Over 7,500 long and short term 
permits were sold during the season.  The heavy rains Arizona experienced this winter severely affected operations 
at all the Yuma recreation sites.  Problems were mostly limited to road and infrastructure damage. 
 
Jeff Landis, the Volunteer Host at BLM-Yuma’s Oxbow Recreation and Wildlife Area for the last five years has 
won the 2005 national “Make A Difference” volunteer award.  Jeff has served as the primary steward for 436 acres 
of specially-designated public lands along the Lower Colorado River.  Thanks to Jeff’s gift for community outreach 
and his spirit of partnership, Oxbow now draws visitors from all over for a wide variety of recreational pursuits.  Jeff 
has engaged partner organizations to contribute labor and materials to improve the site, and he’s personally nurtured 
hundreds of native plants in the area, which was once overrun with invasive vegetation.  The tree nursery that Jeff 
developed in 2004 has greatly enhanced wildlife habitat at Oxbow, which harbors two Federally-listed endangered 
species.  Under Jeff’s attentive supervision, Oxbow has become a prime example of how intensive recreation and 
sensitive natural resources can coexist on public lands.  Jeff will attend the awards ceremony in Washington D.C. on 
May 10, 2005, where he will be honored and receive his award. 

 
Tucson Field Office 
 
1. SUBJECT:  Office of Hearings and Appeals Issues Decision in Special Recreation Permit Case 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  On March 29, 2005, the Office of Hearings and Appeals issued its decision in the case of a 
special recreation permit.  The Arizona State Association of 4-Wheel Drive Clubs, Inc. appealed a decision made by 
the Tucson Field Office Manager that did not authorize the use of a route called “Jawbreaker” in an application for a 
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special recreation permit for a jamboree to be held October 17-20, 2002.  The OHA decision stated that although the 
Jawbreaker route had been included in Special Recreation Permits issued in 2002 and 2003, it upheld the BLM 
assertion that the Jawbreaker route is not open to off road vehicle (ORV) use under the Phoenix Resource 
Management Plan. 
 
2.  SUBJECT:  Shooting Dialogue Group Sets Date for Public Meeting 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  The Tucson Basin shooting dialogue groups has selected June 11, 2005, for a second public 
meeting to address shooting issues in the Tucson area.  The group, which is composed of federal agencies, local 
governments, AZ Game and Fish and stakeholders, has met regularly to discuss solutions to the area’s growing need 
for formal and informal shooting sites.  The public meeting will address the questions and concerns that the public 
brought forth at the May 2004 meeting, including safety, environmental damage, locations and education.  In 
addition to these topics, an introduction to land use planning will be presented.  Both the BLM and the Forest 
Service are engaged in, or commencing new land use plans, public participation, especially from the shooting public 
is encouraged. 

 
Lake Havasu Field Office 

 
1. SUBJECT:  Lake Havasu Field Office Resource Management Plan (RMP) 
 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  The Lake Havasu Field Office Resource Management Plan (RMP) team selected the RMP 
Draft/EIS Preferred Alternative on April 8. With the Preferred Alterative selected, the LHFO will begin the Draft 
Biological Evaluation (BE) which is required for Fish and Wildlife Service Section 7 consultation.   As part of 
advanced notification, the completed files for Chapters 1-4 will be sent to AZ930, Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
Cooperating Agencies (Arizona Game and Fish Department, Arizona Department of Transportation, and the Bureau 
of Reclamation, as well as to the writer-editor, by April 22.   
 
The Preferred Alternative will be presented to neighboring BLM Field Managers on April 27, including Needles FO, 
Kingman FO, Yuma FO, and the Phoenix FO.   On May 5, the LHFO will discuss the Preferred Alternative with the 
Arizona State Office Resources Division (AZ930).  Additional timelines for the Lake Havasu FO RMP include: 
 
May 27  Preferred Alternative/Draft EIS Notice of Availability Package (NOA) to AZ930 
June 15  State Director Briefing and Approval/Signing of PA/NOA 
Mid-June Mailing Card of Public Interest for printed copy, CD, web-access 
September Printing Draft RMP/Draft EIS  
 
2. SUBJECT:  Three BLM Arizona Staff receive Secretary of the Interior’s 4C’s Award for Lake Havasu 
Fisheries Program 

 
ISSUE SUMMARY:  Lake Havasu’s Kirk Koch and Diane Williams, and Bill Grossi (ASO), in February were 
recipients the DOI Secretary’s 4C’s award, recognizing their work in the multi-agency partnership Lake Havasu 
Fisheries Improvement Program.  Arizona’s recipients were three of the only five 4C’s awards were given at the 
32nd DOI Honors Convocation in Washington.  Nominations for the fisheries project were initiated by the Bureau of 
Reclamation. 
 
    
 


